
 

 

 

Purpose 
Remember, the purpose of NWEA MAP is to inform the student, teacher and parent of the 
actual instructional level of the learner.  The assessment is formative and will provide 
information about a student’s academic strengths and needs in regard to accessing the regular 
curriculum.  Additionally, the purpose is to measure growth from the beginning of the year.  The test 
is adaptive.  This means that based on the student’s response to the first few questions, the test will 
either start grabbing questions from above grade level or below grade level and continues adjusting 
until the test has gathered enough information to provide a profile (LEARNING CONTINUUM) of their 
skills.  This will then tell the teacher where the student needs support, where his/her skills and 
knowledge are strong, and where he/she need to be stretched or challenged.   
 
Accommodations 
Remember that most accommodations are available to all students.  When determining what 
accommodations should be given to the student, the teacher should strive to match the assessment 
conditions to the classroom instructional environment as much as possible.  In fact, now that 
we have Chromebooks, MAP testing in the classroom would be preferred to testing in a computer lab.  
Special accommodations for students on an IEP should be a rare exception as our goal is to be 
informed as to where they are performing in regard to the general education curriculum.  Only those 
students on an IEP who take an alternate assessment, or our EL students who are emergent learners, 
should be excused from the assessment.  A Spanish version of MAP may be available (see EL teacher). 
 
Proctoring 
The teacher/proctor plays a very important role during the assessment by closely monitoring the 
students while they are taking the test.  MAP allows the proctor to pause the test or terminate the 
test when they feel the student may not be performing at their capacity.  An example might be a 
student who is just clicking through the questions.  When a teacher sees this, he/she should pause 
the test and talk with the child.  The student may just need a short break or it may be best that 
he/she tries it on another day.  The teacher/proctor may also terminate the session if it is clear that 
the student is having a bad day and the test results will not be a true picture of his/her skills.   
 
What is a RIT? 
When a student completes the assessment, he/she will receive an overall RIT score as well as a RIT 
score for each standard within the content.  This tells the teacher of the actual instructional level of 
the student in that area.  A RIT scale is an equal interval scale (like a ruler), measures growth over 
time, and has the same meaning regardless of grade or age of the student. 
 
What do I do with the Results? 
A MAP assessment is rich in information about what a student knows and is able to do.  The primary 
purpose of this assessment is to inform the teacher, students and parents of their academic assets 
and needs.   This information should be used to plan instruction.  Just giving the test and posting the 
number on an excel chart is NOT an effective use of this resource.  For each student tested, you can 
access the Learning Continuum and Student Goal Setting sheet to help you in your planning. 
 
Additional resources are available on the District Website as part of the Teacher Based Team Toolkit.  
Be sure to bookmark this page and refer to it regularly. 
  
Resources 
NWEA is a goldmine of resources, including a 5-minute introduction to MAP and other online 
training for proctors and educators.  Be sure to check out the Help Center resources available under 
the For Proctors and For Educators.  Also check out the AAPD Google Site. 
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http://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2843
https://nwea.adobeconnect.com/mapessentials
https://sites.google.com/a/wscloud.org/assessments/academic-achievement-and-professional-development/assessments/map

